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1. Contact details and personal information 
 
Name:       Dr. Cagatay Günes Phone:       +49-40-48051-231 

Role/function1:       Working Group Leader Fax:      +49-40-48051-117 

Institution:       Heinrich-Pette-Institute E-Mail:       
Cagatay.Guenes@hpi.uni-
hamburg.de 

Department:       Tumor Virology Website:       www.hpi-hamburg.de 

Address:       Martini Str. 52 Organisation 
type2: 

      Research Institute 

Postcode and City:       20251 Hamburg   

1 Role/function e.g. working group leader, managing director, postdoc, PhD etc. 
2 Organisation type e.g. university, research institution, small and medium enterprise (SME), industry etc. 
 
 
Working Group:  1 Material Technologies 

 X  2 Biotechnology, Genomics and Food 
 3 Energy 
 4 Information and Communication Technologies 
 5 Environmental Protection, Climate Change and Sustainable Development 

Areas of activity: 
 

 X  research     training 
 technology development   dissemination 
 demonstration    other:       

Keywords 
characterising your 
area of research: 

Please choose the appropriate key words (max. 5) from the following list: 
http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/keywords
Molecular Genetics, Oncology, regenereation, Genetically modified 
organisms, cell biology 
 
      

Expertise, 
technologies and 
infrastructures 
available in your 
institution: 
 

Research activities / expertise: Telomerase, Gene Regulation,  
Mammary Tumorigenesis, Tissue Regeneration, Ageing  
 
Methods: Molecular biology, Cell biology, Histology, Flourescence in situ 
hybridisation (FISH) 
 
Key technologies: Gene expression analysis, histological methods, Analysis of 
Telomerase activity, Live confocal microscopy, FISH 
 
Infrastructures: Transgenic Animal Laboratory, Histology, Proteomics, Live 
confocal Microscopy, FACS 
 
Key publications: 
 
1) Gunes et al. 1998;EMBO J. 17(10) 
2) Gunes et al., 2000; Cancer Res., 60(8) 
3) Zhang et al., 2003, Mol Cell Biol. 2003, 23(23): 8471-85. 
4) Ritz et al., 2005, Cancer Res. 65(4) 
5) Weise and Gunes, 2006, Histology and Histopathology, 21, 1249-61 
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2. Past and present research collaborations 
 
Are you familiar 
with the European 
Framework 
Programme? 

 Yes          x No 

  with Framework Programme 5 
  with Framework Programme 6 
  with Framework Programme 7 

 
EU-projects you are 
involved in: 

Programme title / contract number / title / acronym / your function 
(coordinator / partner / contractor) 

Past projects       

Present projects       

Other international 
collaborations: 

      

Name(s) and 
contact details of 
potential partners: 

If you would like to suggest the participation of particular partners from the 
partner country based on existing contacts or collaboration experience, 
you are welcome to indicate their names and contact details below: 

 Prof. Dr. Mehmet Öztürk,  
Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics, Faculty of Science,  
Bilkent University 
06533, Ankara, Turkey 
Phone:   +90-312- 266 50 81 
Fax:       +90-312 -266 50 97 
e-mail: ozturk@fen.bilkent.edu.tr 

 
 
  

3. Presentation at the Workshop 
 
I will give a presentation at the workshop (approx. 10 min.) to present my institution, my 
expertise, and my collaboration interests. The contents of my presentations is summarised 
below (max. 1 page). 
 

REGULATION AND FUNCTION OF TELOMERASE DURING LIVER DIFFERENTIATION AND 
REGENERATION 

 

Britta Wittek, Julia M. Weise, Andreas Mund, Hüseyin Sirma, Wolgang Deppert and Cagatay Günes

 

Telomere shortening limits the replicative lifespan of primary human cells in vitro and telomere 
attrition is observed during human life span. Activity of telomerase, a cellular reverse transcriptase, is 
required to prevent telomere shortening in highly proliferating cells and thus to ensure cell and 
organism survival. Telomerase expression is stringently regulated in human tissues. Telomerase is 
active in early embryogenesis and repressed during tissue differentiation. A drawback of telomerase 
suppression is the limited growth of primary human cells which might affect the regenerative capacity 
of organs and tissues during aging and chronic diseases. Understanding the regulatory pathways and 
elucidation of the precise role of telomerase activity in normal tissues may thus be pivotal for the 
treatment of regenerative disorders. We use both animal and cell culture models in combination with 
genomics analyzes to dissect the molecular mechanisms involved in telomerase regulation and tissue 
regeneration. 
 

I agree with the publication of my data on the Workshop website! 
 
 

PLEASE FILL IN THIS FORM UNTIL 22 SEPT. 2006 AND RETURN IT TO: 
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Internationales Buero des BMBF TÜBITAK-Marmara Research Center 

s.krummacher@fz-juelich.de; 
Christian.schache@dlr.de  

Sunullah.Ozbek@mam.gov.tr; 
Artac.Turker@mam.gov.tr
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