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Project Partners

	   Name

	Acronym
	Country

	1 (Coordinator) CNRS National Centre for Scientific Research (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) 


	CNRS
	France

	2 (Co-Coordinator) Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 

	CSIR
	India



	3 Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology

	DBT
	India



	4 International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research – German Aerospace Centre (Internationals Büro des Bundesministeriums für Bildung und Forschung beim Deutschen Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt)

	DLR
	Germany



	5 Centre for Social Innovation (Zentrum für Soziale Innovation) 

	ZSI
	Austria

	6 Foundation for Science and Technology (Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia Ministério da Ciência, Tecnologia e Ensino Superior) 

	FCT
	Portugal

	7 Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek) 

	NWO
	Netherlands

	8 Association of Industries for Electronic and Information Technologies in the Basque country (Asociación de Industrias de las Tecnologías Electrónicas y de la Información del País Vasco)
 
	GAIA
	Spain

	9 Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (Türkiye Bilimsel ve Teknolojik Arastirma Kurumu) 
	TUBITAK
	Turkey


General information about ERA.NET-Projects

Background and objectives: The objective is to increase the cooperation and coordination of research programmes carried out at national or regional level in the Member States and Associated States which target on one Third country or several Third countries in a given region. The activities will contribute to the success of the European Research Area by improving the coherence and coordination of international S&T Cooperation programmes.
Activities: ERA-NET actions can network four types of activities:

· Information exchange amongst Member States and Community on international S&T cooperation; thus promoting an effective and efficient international scientific EU cooperation strategy at EU level
· Definition and preparation of joint activities
· Implementation of commonly agreed objectives and joint activities by facilitating innovative programmatic approaches
· Funding of joint trans-national research actions
Impact: This coordination will enhance synergies and will reinforce the impact of the ongoing bilateral S&T cooperation between Member States, Associated States and third countries. It will also enhance complementarities between the Community and Member States and broaden the institutional cooperation. The ERA-NET scheme aims to reduce the fragmentation of the European Research Area with third countries by increasing coordination between national research programmes across the EU Members, Associated States and third countries. ERA-NET actions allow Member States, Associated States and third countries to avoid overlap between their programmes and to develop expertise from mutual learning. ERA-NET actions will result in concrete cooperation between research programmes, such as their networking, their mutual opening and the development and implementation of joint programmes and activities.

Project description

Background and Objectives: India has become a Global Player from a political and economical as well as from a scientific point of view. Therefore it has been quoted a strategic target country for European S&T cooperation. New INDIGO aims at strengthening the multilateral S&T cooperation between Europe and India as well as at harmonising the existing bilateral cooperation to pave the way for long-term scientific cooperation. The overall objective is to provide the most relevant framework to allow the scientific community and institutions of India to access the European Research Area, and the Euro-Indian S&T cooperation to fully benefit from the new networking tools which have been set up, notably the FP7.

The major objectives of New Indigo are:

· To facilitate the networking and to stimulate the Indian participation to EU-FP programmes by creating, developing and maintaining a database of partners, institutions as well as individuals, and of programmes through the identification of research hotspots in Europe and in India from the point of view of common scientific interest and complementary expertise
· To structure the international dimension of the ERA through the exchange of information, expertise and best practices
· To identify the right format, funding scheme and targets for a joint call, the Networking Pilot Program (NPP) 
· To fund high quality joint trans-national research actions to provide the mechanisms for future extended programs and actions directed towards international cooperation of European and Indian science
· To share experience with other geographic ERA-Nets and comparing their respective outputs to strengthen national and international standards of S&T programming and programme management to contribute to the quality of coordinated research projects
· To raise awareness in the scientific community as well as among decision makers: The programme will be carried out on the basis of a profound communication policy within the consortium but also towards the outer world 
· To disseminate knowledge which is essential for the success of this project. 
To achieve the overall target of New INDIGO the project has been divided into five work packages (WP) with the concern to progress in a harmonized and coherent way in the course of the project:
WP1 Management (CNRS / CSIR):
This WP is the basic module of project’s management. The tasks will consist of:

· establishing the structure of New INDIGO: administrative, financial and legal management
· planning the conferences and meetings: to ensure a coherent development, organization and coordination of the entire flow of activities
· establishing the reporting and auditing procedures: internal communication, quality control, reporting and documentation to commission
· identifying potential new partners

WP2 Enhancing interactions of European and Indian Research (TUBITAK / CSIR):
This WP aims at providing the tools and actions to consolidate the presently rather informal or loose networks existing in EU-India S&T cooperation as an unavoidable step towards the integration of Indian research in the ERA:
· establishment of a strong and efficient network
· construction and regularly updating of a database: accessible to a large public of deciders, administrative authorities and of course researchers

· Establishment of links between actors and the diffusion of relevant information about the ERA structure and activities and similarly about the Indian Research Area

· Providing information to a network of National Contact Points

WP3 Preparing the Networking Pilot Program (NPP) (DLR / DBT):
This WP is of central importance for the ERA-Net New INDIGO. It is designed to prepare and implement a Networking Pilot Program towards India on the consortium scale. The key elements of WP3 will be:
· Defining and agreeing on a model for the NPP

· Defining and implementing an appropriate programme management structure

· Identifying thematic priorities eligible for the NPP

· Establishing the New NDIGO NPP funding party

· Preparing and issuing a call for the NPP

· Generating an efficient response to the call

WP4 Evaluation, Monitoring and Foresight (ZSI):
The aim of this WP is to accompany critically the project by organizing the evaluation and monitoring processes within New INDIGO on the level of the funded projects and on the programme level of the NPP. The key elements will be:
· Developing the evaluation and monitoring strategy

· Establishing a list of evaluators

· Monitoring the funded projects

· Evaluating the NPP and providing recommendations

· Looking into the future of EU-India S&T cooperation

WP5 Communication (FCT):
This WP will aim at contributing actively for the raising of awareness for the S&T potential with a view to boost the cooperation between the EU and India. The main strategic objectives of WP5 will be:

· To create the appropriate support for the dissemination of essential material of New INDIGO: Instrument: Creating a website
· Promotion of exchange of information and links with other relevant projects: international cooperation of S&T and bi-regional activities
· Development of an “Observatory” of the most relevant activities

Active participation of the International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (DLR)

The International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research is responsible, together with the Department of Biotechnology of India, for preparing and launching a joint call (NPP) with European as well as with Indian researchers. Successfully funding, launching and conducting a joint trans-national call is the main objective of ERA-Nets.
Furthermore the International Bureau is responsible for the integration of India in the ERA networks (WP2), actively involved in the development of criteria of evaluation and monitoring of the proposals and projects of the joint call (WP4) and finally in several tasks of the communication strategy of New INDIGO (WP5).
Highlights

· Kick-Off meeting of the project in Paris, 19 and 20 January 2009
· Executive Board Meeting in Istanbul, 9 and 10 June 2009

· Launching the Website of the project, September 2009

· Coordination Meeting WP1, 3 and 4 and dissemination activities in New Delhi, September 2009

· Conference together with BIOCIRCLE and EUINEC in New Delhi, November 4-6 2009

· Steering Committee and Executive Board Meeting in Berlin, November 23 and 24 2009
· Publication of Joint Call of Networking Pilot Programme (NPP) New INDIGO
Activities 2009 / 2010
· Development of an NPP model
· Launching the Website: www.newindigo.eu 

· Identification of a relevant research area for the NPP
· Composition of  Funding Party for NPP
· Publication of Joint Call

NPP - Funding of cooperation projects with India
The joint call of New INDIGO’s Networking Pilot Programme will further enhance the coordination of the research collaboration between the European funding countries France, Germany, the Netherlands, Austria, Portugal and Turkey as well as India. 

Proposals are invited in the field of Biotechnology and Health focusing on:

· Biomarkers and Diagnostics

· Bioinformatics for Health

· Structural Biology for Health

The call text is available in English language at New INDIGO’s homepage http://www.newindigo.eu/npp/ .
The proposals can be submitted through a 2-step application process. The first step, the pre-registrations can be submitted until 8th of March 2010, 12:00 CET. Only pre-registered research consortia are admitted to submit a full proposal. 
Detailed information about the application system is available at the New INDIGO Website as well as in the Guidelines for Applicants. The Guidelines are available as PDF document at the website, too. 


The German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) is the participating funding body for German scientists.
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