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These guidelines may be adjusted according to future needs

after consultation with the seven Israeli universities.

February 12, 2001 

Abbreviations:
DIP: Deutsch-Israelische Projektkooperation DIP/German Israeli Project Cooperation
BMBF: Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, Bonn / Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Bonn
DFG: Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft e.V., Bonn / German Research Association, Bonn
DLR-PT-IB or only IB: Internationales Büro des BMBF im Deutschen Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e.V, Bonn / International Bureau of the BMBF at the German Aerospace Center, Bonn

RA: “Research Authority”, Department responsible for research coordination at the Israeli institution

CPI: Coordinating Principal Investigator (Israel)

PI: Principal Investigator (Germany)
CI: Cooperating Investigators (Germany and Israel)

1 Call for proposals

The call for proposals is published every year in September . It can be found on DIP's internet site http://www.internationales-buero.de/arbeitsfelder/DIP or can be obtained from the International Bureau (IB) of the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) at the German Aerospace Center (DLR). Partners in Israel receive written information.
2 Submission of application

Who may apply?

German universities, universities of applied sciences (Fachhochschulen) and research centers can apply for DIP funding together with their Israeli partners. 

Who will submit?

Six Israeli universities and the Weizmann Institute are entitled to submit applications. The departments responsible for DIP (Research Authority = RA) in the Israeli institutions are:

· Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan: Research Authority

· Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva: Research & Development Authority 

· Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv: Research Authority 

· Technion Haifa, Haifa: Research Authority

· The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem: Authority for Research & Development

· University of Haifa, Haifa: Research Authority

· Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot: Office of Research, Grants & Projects. 

Each RA invites full-time employed scientists to submit proposals for scientific cooperation projects. The project proposals are jointly prepared by the Israeli and German partners and submitted to the RA of  the relevant Israeli institutions. The RAs are responsible for an internal evaluation of proposals, two of which are selected for submission to Germany each year. 

Where to submit?

Proposals are sent directly to the IB. On behalf of the BMBF the IB is in charge of the administrative handling of the DIP program and will provide consultation. 

3 Research fields

There is no limitation to specific research areas, but proposals should deal with future-oriented topics. The whole range of scientific research, including engineering and natural sciences as well as medicine, humanities and social sciences, is eligible. Projects offering opportunities for synergy effects are welcome. 

DIP-funded projects have to follow the “DFG recommendations of the Commission on Professional Self Regulation in Science”, see http://www.dfg.de/aktuelles_presse/reden_stellungnahmen/download/ self_regulation_98.pdf
German legislation (Embryo Protection Act, Non-Proliferation Treaty and others) is binding for all DIP-funded research. Only civilian research can be funded.

4 Cooperation and responsibilities

The envisaged research has to be carried out in close German-Israeli cooperation. Collaborative projects with more than one partner on the Israeli and/or German side and collaborations with partners from industry or with SMEs are possible. Profit-oriented partners cannot receive financial support.

In Israel a Coordinating Principal Investigator (CPI) is responsible for the fulfillment of the scientific tasks of the entire project. In Germany a Principal Investigator (PI) is responsible for the entire German part. The RA of the Coordinating Investigator’s Institution in Israel is responsible for all administrative tasks including  budget control. 

Double funding of the same project  is not permitted. Therefore, the following statement is needed (see Annex B1): “We herewith declare that the proposal has not been submitted to any other funding agency.”
Regulations concerning intellectual property rights are binding and they are a mandatory part of the research contract.

5 Duration of project

Projects have a duration of five years. Approval is usually given for the whole period of the project provided that the mid-term review shows convincingly  manner that the project objectives goals can be achieved successfully within five years. Depending on the mid-term review, there may be changes regarding duration and budget.

6 Budget

The overall BMBF budget available for all newly funded projects is 0,767 Mio. € per year, plus a one-time investment fund up to a total of 0,511 Mio. € per year. In practice, there is the possibility of three or four project approvals per year.

The BMBF contribution to each project will not exceed a maximum of 0,255645 Mio. € per year. The Israeli side and German side may apply for major research investments only for the first year of the project. Investment funding will not exceed a maximum of 0,255645 Mio. €. 

In each project, necessary staff and running costs (in addition to normal staff and other costs) are eligible for funding. As a rule, the Israeli side contributes a matching sum of 50% to the project. This 50% contribution does not include the funding of investment and the funds for the German partners. 

Given a contribution of 50% from the Israeli side, the overall project volume can be up to 0,511 Mio. € per year, or 2,556 Mio. € over 5 years. An essential element of the financial plan included in the proposal is the - convincingly demonstrated - relationship between the research subject and the total funding. In addition, the financial plan should show separately the 50% Israeli contribution and the funds required from the BMBF.

Overview: 

	Overall DIP Budget 
	Total 
	Per project

	Maximum annual DIP budget available for newly funded projects
	0,767 Mio. €
	0,255645 Mio. €

	Maximum annual DIP budget available for one-time investments of newly funded projects 
	0,511 Mio. €
	0,255645 Mio. €




	DIP contribution on project basis 
	Total 
	Per year 

	Maximum DIP contribution to a project 
	1, 2782 Mio. €
	0,255645 Mio. €

	Maximum contribution to one-time investments of a newly funded project
	0,255645 Mio. €
	Only first year

	Matching funds (Israeli side) 
	50% of the project costs without one-time investments and funding of the German partners  


7 Application and Annexes

The application should follow the guidelines in Annex B1. It is recommended to send to the IB one original and 14 copies of the application. It would be helpful for the IB to receive the application also as a electronic file (PDF or WORD).

The completed forms  in Annexes A1-A3 must be included in the application. Fax signatures on the title page of the original version  can only be accepted in 

exceptional cases. It is absolutely necessary to complete Annexes A2, A3a and A3b. Annex A2 (Financial plan for overall project) has to give an overview of the total funds required for the whole project. It also explains the relation between funds and research objectives . 

Annexes A3a and A3b (Financial plan per institution/per year) should provide information about the funding requirements of each project participant. Annex A3a is to be used by Israeli project participants, Annex A3b by German participants. All participating research groups have to fill in the form separately. In Annex A3a, the Israeli applicants also state the Israeli contribution to the project.

8 Scientific review

After a first formal check of the applications by the IB, they will be passed on to the BMBF, the DFG and to the members of the DIP Project Committee. Each application is reviewed by at least three independent scientific experts, who are proposed by the DFG. Evaluation criteria are scientific excellence, feasibility, intensity of the bilateral cooperation, adequate funding (including matching funds), and participation of young scientists.

The DIP Project Committee meets annually at the end of September. Each application is discussed by the members of the Committee until a funding recommendation is achieved. In cases of doubt, a majority decision is taken. The BMBF, the DFG and the IB participate in the meeting as observers only. The Committee's funding recommendations will be laid down in the minutes and submitted to the BMBF for final decision. The BMBF informs the Research Authorities of the Israeli institutions about the decision. The results are also passed on to the Principal Investigators in Israel and Germany as well as to the scientific experts and the DIP Project Committee members.

For the projects to be funded a cooperation contract is signed by the DLR (IB) and the Israeli research institute concerned (e.g. by the Vice-president for Research). 

The applicants of projects not chosen for support receive a brief written statement by the IB via the RA of the Coordinating Principal Investigator. Re-submission of project proposals not accepted for funding is possible only once. 

9 Tasks relating to ongoing projects

9.1 Financial tasks

The RA of the Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator is responsible for the administration of the federal government funds made available to the Israeli and the German side. It submits semi-annual invoices to the IB which include the contributions to all project parts, Israeli and German. The requests (invoices) for funds for the first six months of the year (see contract) should be submitted in February, for the last six months in August. The August request should also include a brief expenditure overview of the first six months of the year. 

The money transfer is done separately: The Israeli side receives the funds on the account of the Coordinating Principal Investigator (CPI), the German side on the account of the German Principal Investigator (PI). Both sides share their contribution with possible other partners (Cooperating Investigators CI ) in each country.

The financial reports have to be submitted together with the annual report. The annual report has to cover the Israeli and German part of the project together. The financial reports are based on the financial plans; they have to be subdivided into individual cost types and participating German and Israeli institutions. The form is available as Annex A5.

The one-time investment fund for equipment costs has to be used during the first year. It is not possible to transfer this budget to the second year. Remaining funds have to be paid back to the IB.

It is possible to shift money within the overall budget between salaries, consumables, travel expenses and other expenses within one scientific group, and also between the scientific groups. A shift of up to 20% of the total funding is possible without the permission of the IB. If the applicants want to change the working plan and/or shift more than 20% of the budget, the funding agency must be asked for permission in writing. 

9.2 Presentation and publication of results

It is recommended to start projects with a kick-off seminar. Public project presentations, either in Israel or in Germany, can be organized during the project period, e.g. around the time of the mid-term review. Such presentations including invitations are  the responsibility of the recipients of funds. Travel expenses of DIP Project Committee members participating in such a presentation can be funded by the IB. A final project seminar is considered desirable, and can be funded separately by the IB on a case-by-case basis.  The IB should be informed about project seminars or workshops.

An internet presentation of the project  should be prepared   soon after the project start. An overview poster with the project’ s objectives and groups involved is recommended. Both the internet link and a copy of the poster should be sent to the IB for optimum presentation of the DIP funded projects within the first year of the project period.

Careful documentation of publications made within the project is necessary. The publications resulting from DIP funded projects have to include an acknowledgement like the following:

"Support of this project by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) within the framework of German-Israeli Project Cooperation (DIP) is gratefully acknowledged." 

9.3 Annual report

The Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator will send the IB a brief and concise annual report via the RA at the end of January of each year. It has to deal with the   implementation and status of the overall project (including all Israeli and German sub-areas). The report should contain the following information:

· project status in relation to  project implementation and approved financial plan,

· explanations of any deviations, either current or envisaged, from the project goals, or changes in the project’s objectives (including reasons),

· financial plan with summary compilation of funds spent so far.

The report should use the following forms:

· Annex B2 is the form for the report stating the most important items.

· Annex A4 is to be used as title page for the annual reports.

· Annex A5 is to be used to prepare the annual expenditure overview. 

The report has to be submitted in paper form (1 original, 2 copies) signed by a member of the responsible RA, the Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator and the German Principal Investigator.

9.4 Mid-term report and mid-term review

Each project will be evaluated on the basis of a mid-term report and a mid-term review. The mid-term report must be submitted not later than 31 May of the third year. The Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator will send the mid-term report to the IB via the RA. The reports are then sent to independent scientific experts, usually the scientists who have reviewed the application. Based on the comments of the experts, the DIP Project Committee gives a recommendation about further funding during its September meeting. The applicants are then informed by the IB.

The mid-term report should contain a detailed factual report, a financial report on the status of the overall project (all German and Israeli sub-areas) as well as a detailed work plan for the second part of the project period (2½ years). 

The report should use the following forms:

· Annex B3 contains the guidelines for reporting  stating the most important items.

· Annex A4 is to be used as title page for the mid-term report.

· Annex A5 is to be used to prepare the mid-term expenditure overview. 

The report has to be submitted in paper form (1 original, 4 copies) signed by a member of the responsible RA, the Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator and the German Principal Investigator.

9.5 Final report

Within six months after  the completion of a project, the Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator will send a final report on the overall project (including all German and Israeli sub-areas) to the IB via the RA.

The scientific final report will provide detailed statements on the results and their significance, including

· a brief overview of the project mission and the methods used

· a detailed description of the scientific results achieved

· information on the potential applicability of the results and the experience gained

· a list of publications resulting from the project,

· a list of inventions made within the framework of the project including copies of any intellectual property rights, patents granted, patent applications filed or planned

· a statement of any ongoing or planned initiatives to use the research results in some other way.

The report should use the following forms:

· Annex B4 contains the guidelines for reporting  stating the most important items.

· Annex A4 is to be used as title page for the final report.

· Annex A5 is to be used to prepare the final account (expenditure overview).

All participating German and Israeli institutions should document their expenditure by separate accounts. The accuracy and adequacy of the expenditure has to be examined and approved by auditors of the participating institutions. In individual cases, the IB will request further documentation (vouchers, invoices, documents explaining the need for any payment) or external audits. 

The report must be submitted in paper form (1 original and 6 copies) and in electronic form (PDF-format). The paper form must be signed by a member of the responsible RA, the Israeli Coordinating Principal Investigator and the German Principal Investigator (fax signatures are not accepted). 

10 Explanatory notes concerning the Annexes

10.1 Annexes A1-A5: Forms for application and reports

Annex A1: Title page for application

The abstract on the title page should explain the proposed research.

Annex A2: Financial plan for the overall project 

The one-page overview shows the total project budget for the five years.

Annex A3a: Financial plan of Israeli project participant

Annex A3b: Financial plan of German project participant

The financial plan per institution/per year should give detailed information about the budget of each participating institution and each year. In addition, the matching funds between the Israeli institution and the BMBF are to be shown in Annex A3a. A separate form should be prepared for each year/each participating institution. If there is no change within the budget from one year to another, one budget form is sufficient for each institution. 

· Annex A3a describes the budget of each participating group in Israel

· Annex A3b describes the budget of each participating group in Germany

Annex A4: Title page for reports

Annex A4 should be used as title page for the annual reports, the mid-term report and the final report. Information on the title page includes: recipient of grant, reference number, project title, project duration, reporting period. Please note that the signatures of the Israeli CPI and the German PI as well as the signature of a responsible official of the university, e.g. the head of the research authority (in exceptional cases also fax signatures) are necessary.

Annex A5: Expenditure overview of the overall project 

The annual report as well as the mid-term and the final reports must contain a budget sheet stating the expenditures during the preceding part of the project period (1 year, 2½ years, 5 years).

10.2 Annexes B1-B4: Guidelines for writing the application and the reports

Annex B1: Guidelines for writing the  DIP application

The application should briefly explain the scientific background and the specific goal of the proposed project as well as the specific benefit of the bilateral cooperation. 

Annex B2: Guidelines for writing  the annual report

The DIP annual report should cover the work of all project participants (no individual reports). The annual report should not exceed 5 pages plus expenditure overview.

Annex B3: Guidelines for writing  the the  mid-term report

The mid-term report should describe the project status after two and a half years in detail. The emphasis should be on a concise description of the results (no lengthy documentation or description of methods) and a detailed presentation of the cooperation and of exploitation possibilities of results. The scientific quality of the work should also be documented by means of publications, talks given or public interest shown. 

Annex B4: Guidelines for writing the  final report

The final report will describe in detail the project results and the conclusions drawn from the project. The emphasis will be on a concise description of the results and a detailed presentation of the cooperation and of exploitation possibilities. The scientific quality of the work will essentially be documented by means of publications, talks given or public interest shown. 

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





Deutsch-Israelische 


Projektkooperation DIP





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








10

[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf][image: image10.png]% Federal Ministry
» of Education

and Research



_1027920680

_1042013020.doc



_1042013721.doc
[image: image1.png]% Federal Ministry
» of Education

and Research







_1038911484.doc



_1027920639

